554 7 Catalogue: language families and isolates 

Wappo ss Ashochimi: Clear Lake, (North)westem (^Russian River), Northern, 
Central, Southern 

The Wappo language is indigenous to Sonoma and Napa counties in California, 
about 50 miles north of San Francisco and 40 miles inland. The five dialects noted 
by Barrett (1908), apparently very similar, were-concentrated in two areas, one at the 
south end of Qear Lake, the others between Geysendlle and Napa. The name Wappo 
is said to come from the Spanish guapo 'brave'. The language has traditionally been 
classified with Yuki (Powers 1877, Powell 1891, Kroeber 1925a, Elmendorf 1968). 
Sawyer, who worked extensive^ with the language, maintained that Yuki-Wappo 
resemblances are more likely the result of extensive borrowing (1980), but Elmendorf 
collected considerable evidence supporting a genetic relationship (1981). Four elders 
retain some knowledge of the language (George Somersal p.c. 1993). 

Major published sources include a brief sketch (Kroeber 1911), a te3ct collection 
(Radin 1924), grammars (Radin 1929, Sawyer 1991a), an English-Wappo vocabulary 
with affix list (Sawyer 1965), and a text (Sawyer and Somersal 1977). There are 
articles on Spanish loans (Sawyer 1964), color terms (Sawyer 1991b), names (Sawyer 
1976), the copula (Li & Thompson 1977a), causatives (Li & Thompson 1977b), case 
(Li & Thompson 1976, Li, Thompson, Sc Sawyer 1977), and relativization (Li & 
Thompson 1978). Early material is not always reliable phonetically. Examples cited 
here are drawn from Sawyer 1965 and 1991a unless otherwise noted. 
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